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Foreword 


This  publication  has  been  prepared  for  the  information  of  anyone  interested 
in  the  procedure  required  for  the  registration  of  purebred  and  percentage  animals,  and 
the  transfer  of  ownership  for  such  stock  in  Canada. 

Since  there  are  at  least  85  breeds  of  large  animals  registered  in  Canada, 
excluding  fur-bearing  animals  and  dogs,  it  would  be  impossible  to  include  in  this 
publication  detailed  requirements,  such  as  transfer  forms,  of  each  breed  association. 
In  any  case,  the  required  forms  must  be  obtained  and  completed  by  the  breeder. 

Before  the  introduction  of  cattle  from  continental  Europe,  most  Canadian 
breed  associations  maintained  closed  herd  books  and  only  purebred  animals  could  be 
registered.  Now,  many  associations  permit  the  registration  of  crossbred  animals  on  an 
upgrading  program;  thus  the  seed  stock  is  now  considered  to  be  both  purebred  and 
percentage  animals. 

This  publication  lists  the  names  of  breed  associations  from  which 
information  and  the  required  forms  can  be  obtained.  Some  general  requirements  of 
registration  applicable  to  all  purebred  animals  are  also  included. 


Canadian  Animal  Records  Bureau 

With  the  exception  of  Lacombe  and  Red  Wattle  swine,  Blonde  d'Aquitaine, 
Charolais,  Gelbvieh,  Hereford,  Holstein,  Limousin,  Maine-Anjou,  Pinzgauer, 
Romagnola-Marchigiana,  Salers,  Simmental  and  Welsh  Black  cattle,  Andalusian, 
Appaloosa,  Buckskin,  Ponies  of  the  Americas  and  Standardbred  horses,  dogs  and 
bison,  all  other  breeds  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  goats,  swine,  foxes  and  chinchillas  are 
registered  by  the  Canadian  Animal  Records  Bureau,  Ottawa  K1V  7P2. 

All  correspondence  regarding  registration  or  transfer  of  ownership  of  any 
breeds  and  species,  except  as  noted  above,  should  be  addressed  to  the  Canadian 
Animal  Records  Bureau.  Application  forms  for  registration  and  transfer  of  ownership 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Canadian  Animal  Records  Bureau  or  breed  associations, 
and  the  completed  forms  must  be  returned  with  the  required  fees.  Registration 
certificates  and  transfers  of  ownership  are  subsequently  recorded  and  issued  by  the 
Canadian  Animal  Records  Bureau. 

The  following  associations  are  enrolled  in  the  national  system: 

Beef  cattle 

Aberdeen  Angus:  Canadian  Aberdeen  Angus  Association,  Box  663,  Guelph,  Ont. 
N1H6L3 

Belgian:  Canadian   Belgian   Beef  Cattle   Association,   Box  202,   Lantzville,   B.C. 
VOR  2H0 

Chianina:  Canadian  Chianina  Association,  Doole  Road,  R.R.  3,  Ladysmith,  B.C. 
VOR  2E0 

Dexter:  Canadian  Dexter  Cattle  Association,  R.R.  1,  Keene,  Ont.  KOL  2G0 

Galloway:  Canadian  Galloway  Association,  Box  5000,  Medicine  Hat,  Alta.  Tl  A  7E8 

Hays  Converter:  Canadian  Hays  Converter  Association,  Suite  310,  4723  -  1  Street 
S.W.,  Calgary,  Alta.  T2G  4Y8 

Highland:  Canadian  Highland  Cattle  Society,  Keijoasan  Fold,  R.R.  2,  Tweed,  Ont. 
K0K  3J0 

Luing:  Canadian  Luing  Cattle  Association,  Kathryn,  Alta.  TOM  1E0 

Meuse-Rhine-Ijssel:    Canadian    Meuse-Rhine-Ijssel    Association,    Box  235, 
Claresholm,  Alta.  T0L  0T0 

Murray   Grey:  Canadian   Murray   Grey   Association,   Box  605,   Red  Deer,   Alta. 
T4N  5G6 

Piedmontese:  Canadian  Piedmontese  Association,  Box  3524,  Regina,  Sask.  S4P  3J8 

Red  Poll:  Canadian  Red  Poll  Cattle  Association,  Box  149,  Millet,  Alta.  T0C  1Z0 

Shorthorn:  Canadian  Shorthorn  Association,  5  Douglas  St.,  Guelph,  Ont.  N1H  2S8 

South  Devon:  Canadian  South  Devon  Association,  Box  667,  Olds,  Alta.  TOM  1P0 

Tarentaise:  Canadian  Tarentaise  Association,  Box  73,  Walsh,  Alta.  T0J  3L0 

Dairy  cattle 

Ayrshire:  Ayrshire  Breeders'  Association  of  Canada,  1160Carling  Ave.,  Ottawa 
K1Z7K6 


Brown  Swiss:  Canadian  Brown  Swiss  Association,  343  Waterloo  Ave.,  Guelph,  Ont. 
N1H3K1 

Canadian:  Canadian  Cattle  Breeders'  Association,  211  -  12th  Avenue  S.,  Apt.  2, 
Sherbrooke,  Que.  J1G2V5 

Guernsey:   Canadian   Guernsey   Association,    368    Woolwich   St.,    Guelph,    Ont. 
N1H3W6 

Jersey:  Canadian  Jersey  Cattle  Club,  343  Waterloo  Ave.,  Guelph,  Ont.  N1H  3K1 

Goats 

Canadian  Goat  Society,  Box  357,  Fergus,  Ont.  N1M  3E2 

Horses 

American  Saddle  Horse:  American  Saddlebred   Horse  Association  of  Canada, 
Box  337,  Elmira,  Ont.  N3B  2Z7 

Arabian:  Canadian  Arabian  Horse  Registry,  Box  101,  Bowden,  Alta.  TOM  0K0 

Belgian:  Canadian  Belgian  Horse  Association,  R.R.  3,  Schomberg,  Ont.  LOG  1T0 

Canadian:  Canadian  Horse  Breeders'  Association,  1745  St.  Hubert  St.,  Montreal, 
Que.  H2L3Z1 

Clydesdale:  Clydesdale   Horse  Association  of  Canada,   R.R.  2,  Thornton,  Ont. 
LOL  2N0 

Fjord:  Canadian  Fjord  Horse  Association,  Box  146,  Beiseker,  Alta.  TOM  0G0 

Hackney:  Canadian  Hackney  Society,  R.R.  1,  Inglewood,  Ont.  LON  1K0 

Haflinger:    Canadian    Haflinger    Association,    General    Delivery,    Minden,    Ont. 
KOM  2K0 

Hunter:  Canadian  Hunter  Improvement  Society,  Box  520,  Gormley,  Ont.  LOH  1G0 

Icelandic:  Canadian  Icelandic  Horse  Federation,  R.R.  1,  Palgrave,  Ont.  LON  IPO 

Morgan:  The  Canadian  Morgan  Club,  Box  250,  Leduc,  Alta.  T9E  2Y1 

Palomino:  Canadian  Palomino  Horse  Association,  R.R.  1,  631  Hendershott  Rd., 
Hannon,  Ont.  LOR  IPO 

Percheron:  Canadian  Percheron  Association,  Bag  200,  Crossfield,  Alta.  TOM  0S0 

Peruvian:  Peruvian  Horse  Club  of  Canada,  Lyalta,  Alta.  T0J  1 Y0 

Pony:  Canadian  Pony  Society,  Box  324,  Woodbridge,  Ont.  L4L  1B2 

Quarter  Horse:  Canadian  Quarter  Horse  Association,   707  -  7th  Avenue  S.W., 
Calgary,  Alta.  T2P  0Z2 

Shire:  Canadian  Shire  Horse  Association,  Box  705,  Red  Deer,  Alta.  T4N  5H2 

Thoroughbred:  Canadian  Thoroughbred  Horse  Society,  Box  172,  Rexdale,  Ont. 
M9W  5L1 

Trakehner:  Canadian  Trakehner  Horse  Society,  Box  176,  Dundas,  Ont.  L9H  5G1 

Walking:  Canadian  Walking  Horse  Association,  R.R.  6,  Calgary,  Alta.  T2M  4L5 


Welsh  Pony  and  Cob:  Welsh  Pony  and  Cob  Society,  R.R.  2,  Caledon  East,  Ont. 
LON  1E0 

Sheep 

Finnsheep:  Canadian  Finnsheep  Breeders'  Association,  Box  550,  Boissevain,  Man. 
ROK  0E0 

All  other  breeds:  Canadian  Sheep  Breeders'  Association,  Box  260,  Borden,  Sask. 
SOK  0N0 

Swine 

Landrace:  Canadian  Landrace  Swine  Breeders'  Association,   118Highgate  Ave., 
Pointe  Claire,  Que.  H9R  2X4 

All  other  breeds  (except  Lacombe  and  Red  Wattle):  Canadian  Swine  Breeders' 
Association,  R.R.  3,  Embro,  Ont.  NOJ  1J0 

Fur-bearing  animals 

Chinchilla:  National  Chinchilla  Breeders  of  Canada,   R.R.  10,  Brampton,  Ont. 
L6V  3N2 

Fox:  Canada  Fox  Breeders'  Association,  286  Fitzroy  St.,   Summerside,   P.E.I. 
C1N  1J2 

Non-affiliated  associations 

Registration  requirements  of  the  non-affiliated  associations  listed  below  are 
outlined  on  the  forms  available  from  the  secretaries  of  the  various  breed  associations. 

Andalusian:  Canadian  Andalusian  Horse  Association,  141  Longwood  Dr.,  Bolton, 
Ont.  LOP  1A0 

Appaloosa:  Appaloosa  Horse  Club  of  Canada,  Box  940,  Claresholm,  Alta.  TOL  0T0 

Bison:  Canadian  Bison  Association,  Box  264,  Miami,  Man.  ROG  1  HO 

Blonde  d'Aquitaine:  Canadian  Blonde  d'Aquitaine  Association,  207-1606  Centre  St. 
N.,  Calgary,  Alta.  T2E  2R9 

Buckskin:  Canadian  Buckskin  Association,  Box  135,  Okotoks,  Alta.  TOL  1T0 

Charolais:  Canadian  Charolais  Association,  2320  -  41st  Avenue  N.E.,  Calgary,  Alta. 
T2E  6W8 

Dogs:  Canadian  Kennel  Club,  2150  Bloor  St.  W.,  Toronto,  Ont.  M6S  4V7 

Gelbvieh:  Canadian  Gelbvieh  Association,  165  George  Craig  Blvd.  N.E.,  Calgary, 
Alta.  T2E  7H3 

Hereford:  Canadian  Hereford  Association,  5160  Skyline  Way  N.E.,  Calgary,  Alta. 
T2E6V1 

Holstein:  Canadian  Holstein  Association,  Box  610,  Brantford,  Ont.  N3T  5R4 

Lacombe:  Canadian  Lacombe  Swine  Breeders  Association,  3454  -  268th  Street, 
Aldergrove,  B.C.  VOX  1A0 

Limousin:  Canadian  Limousin  Association,  10,  61 15  -  4th  Street  S.E.,  Calgary,  Alta. 
T2H  2A5 


Maine- Anjou:  Canadian  Maine-Anjou  Association,  Box  3248,  Station  B,  Calgary, 
Alta.  T2M  4L8 

Pinzgauer:  Canadian  Pinzgauer  Association,  108  Stockman's  Centre,  21 16 -27th 
Avenue  N.E.,  Calgary,  Alta.  T2E  7A6 

Pony  of  the  Americas:  Canadian  Pony  of  the  Americas  Association,  Box  3002, 
Langley,  B.C.  V3A  4B0 

Red  Wattle:  Canadian  Red  Wattle  Hog  Association,  Box  839,  Esterhazy,  Sask. 
SOA  0X0 

Romark:  Canadian  Romagnola-Marchigiana  "Romark"  Association,  Box  177, 
Jarvie,  Alta.  TOG  1H0 

Salers:  Salers  Association  of  Canada,  246,  2116  -  27th  Avenue  N.E.,  Calgary,  Alta. 
T2E  7A6 

Simmental:  Canadian  Simmental  Association,  13,  4101  -  19th  Street  N.E.,  Calgary, 
Alta.  T2E  7C4 

Standardbred:  Canadian  Standardbred  Horse  Society,  233  Evans  Ave.,  Toronto, 
Ont.  M8Z  1J6 

Welsh  Black:  Canadian  Welsh  Black  Cattle  Society,  Site  5,  Box  6,  Hanna,  Alta. 
TO  J  1P0 

General  requirements 

Integrity  Breeders  of  'seed'  stock  must  be  scrupulously  exact  and  honest  in  every 
detail  regarding  registration  or  transfer  of  ownership  of  their  stock. 

Identification  To  be  eligible  for  registration,  all  animals  must  be  identified  shortly 
after  birth  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  associations  by  tattoo  markings, 
ear  tags,  or  color  markings.  (Detailed  information  on  identification  is  provided  on  the 
forms  available  from  the  associations.)  Tattooing  kits  and  tags  may  be  purchased 
from  companies  manufacturing  this  equipment  or  from  veterinary  supply  outlets. 
Official  tags  used  to  identify  sheep  and  swine  must  be  purchased  through  Canadian 
Animal  Records  Bureau  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  associations. 
Purchasers  of  registered  livestock  should,  for  their  own  protection,  compare  color 
markings  and  ear  tag  or  tattoo  markings  of  the  animal  with  those  given  on  the 
certificate. 

Private  breeding  records  All  breeders  of 'seed'  stock  must  maintain  accurate  and  up- 
to-date  records  of  each  such  animal  on  their  farms,  with  registered  name  and  number, 
sex,  service  and  birth  dates,  tattoo  or  ear  tag  numbers,  and  registered  names  and 
numbers  of  sires  and  dams.  All  deaths,  sales  and  removals  must  be  recorded,  with 
names  and  addresses  of  purchasers  and  dates  of  sale  and  delivery.  All  such  entries 
should  be  made  as  they  occur.  This  record  must  be  open  at  all  times  for  inspection  by 
officials  of  the  breed  association  concerned  or  inspectors  from  federal  or  provincial 
departments  of  agriculture.  Obtain  advice  and  guidance  on  proper  record  keeping  of 
breeds  not  affiliated  with  the  Canadian  Animal  Records  Bureau  from  the  association 
concerned  or  from  the  federal  or  provincial  departments  of  agriculture. 

Registration  of  tattoo  letters  Breeders  must  apply  to  the  Canadian  Animal  Records 
Bureau  (except  as  noted  above)  for  letters  to  be  allotted  for  their  exclusive  use  for 
tattooing  animals  born  on  their  property.  Letters  must  be  tattooed  in  either  the  right 
or  left  ear,  as  designated  by  the  Bureau  at  the  time  letters  are  allotted.  In  addition  to 
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these  herd  letters,  the  herd  number  of  the  animal  must  also  be  tattooed  in  the  same  or 
other  ear  (depending  on  the  requirements  of  the  association  concerned).  The  herd 
number  must  be  followed  by  a  letter  indicating  the  year  of  birth.  The  letter '  Y'  indicates 
the  animal  was  born  in  1967,  the  letter  'Z'  that  it  was  born  in  1968.  Past,  present  and 
future  year  letters  are:  1965  —  W,  1966  —  X,  1967  —  Y,  1968  —  Z,  1969  —  A,  1970  - 
B,  1971  —  C,  1972  —  D,  1973  —  E,  1974  —  F,  1975  —  G,  1976  —  H,  1977  —  J,  1978  — 
K,  1979  —  L,  1980  —  M,  1981  —  N,  1982  —  P,  1983  —  R,  1984  —  S,  1985  —  T,  1986 
—  U,  1987  — W,  1988  — X,  1989  — Y,  1990  —  Z.  The  letters  T,  'O',  'Q'  and  'V  shall 
not  be  used  as  designating  year  letters.  In  the  event  of  a  change  in  the  name  of  a 
partnership  or  company,  or  if  a  member  of  the  same  family  is  taken  into  partnership, 
the  tattoo  letters  may  be  transferred.  The  registered  owner  or  authorized 
representative  should  apply  to  the  Canadian  Animal  Records  Bureau  to  make  this 
transfer.  Likewise,  transfer  may  be  made  to  the  heir(s)  of  the  estate  of  a  deceased 
owner. 

Types  of  livestock  identification  All  registered  stock  must  have  individual 
identification  of  a  permanent  nature  for  health  checkups,  proof  of  ownership,  the 
show  ring,  performance  testing  and  for  emergencies  when  animals  from  many  herds 
may  have  to  be  grouped  together.  Methods  of  identification  include  a  description  of 
color  markings,  color  charts,  ear  notching,  branding  on  body  or  horns,  nose  printing, 
eartagging  and  tattooing. 

•  Description:  This  is  the  oldest  method  and  has  been  largely  a  description  of  color 
markings.  It  is  still  used  for  many  breeds  of  horses  and,  in  conjunction  with  other 
methods  of  identification,  for  some  other  classes  of  livestock. 

•  Color  charts:  Color  markings  are  made  on  a  chart  of  both  the  body  and  the  head 
of  an  animal.  This  method  is  fairly  satisfactory  in  cases  where  there  are  distinct  and 
varied  color  markings,  as  with  Holsteins. 

•  Photographing:  Photographs  are  used  as  a  second  method  for  the  Ayrshire  and 
Holstein  breeds.  With  solid-colored  animals  there  are  very  few  points  of  difference. 

•  Eartagging:  Eartags  provide  definite  identification  and  are  usually  easily  read. 
They  can,  however,  tear  out  if  caught  on  fences,  barbed  wire,  etc. 

•  Freeze  marking:  This  is  a  relatively  new  technique  and  is  generally  considered  to 
be  the  most  effective  and  positive  identification  system  available.  Freeze  marking  is 
an  easily  applied,  permanent,  virtually  painless  and  unalterable  means  of 
identification.  When  applied,  the  mark  causes  loss  of  color  in  the  hair  or  completely 
stops  hair  growth,  depending  upon  the  length  of  time  the  device  is  applied  to  the 
animal.  In  Canada,  Arabian  and  Standardbred  horses  are  now  being  freeze  marked 
and  the  method  is  being  considered  for  use  on  other  horse  breeds.  The  mark 
consists  of  a  series  of  angles  used  to  designate  the  breed,  year  of  birth  and 
registration  number.  It  is  applied  to  the  neck  area  under  the  mane. 

The  use  of  freeze  marking  has  patent  rights  associated  with  it  and  hence  is  not 
freely  available  to  everyone  who  wishes  to  use  it.  In  the  future,  freeze  marking  will 
undoubtedly  replace  tattooing  as  the  primary  means  of  identification. 

•  Tattooing:  For  all  practical  purposes,  the  most  satisfactory  method  of  individual 
marking  for  identification  is  tattooing.  When  properly  done,  it  is  permanent, 
definite  and  not  easily  changed  without  disfiguring  the  animal.  The  tattooing  of  an 
animal  is  easily  performed  and  is  effective  if  the  correct  procedure  is  followed  and 
the  proper  materials  used. 


Use  of  tattooing  for  identification  of  registered  animals 

Horses  Considerable  work  has  been  done  in  testing  pigments  and  needles  to 
determine  the  best  combinations  for  lip  tattooing.  Special  tattoo  pliers  have  been 
developed  for  horses  which  has  proved  to  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  conventional 
pliers.  The  needle  size  and  spacing  have  been  carefully  tested. 

The  only  purebred  association  that  requires  the  tattooing  of  horses  for 
identification  is  the  Canadian  Horse  Breeders'  Association. 

Tattooing  of  Thoroughbreds  and  Standardbreds  is  a  requirement  of  the 
Racing  Commission  and  not  the  breed  associations.  A  horse  is  usually  tattooed,  on  the 
upper  lip,  just  before  entering  its  first  race. 

Cattle  All  breeds  of  cattle  (other  than  Holsteins)  must  be  tattooed  to  qualify  for 
registration.  Because  of  their  large  and  dark  ears,  Holsteins  are  more  difficult  to  tattoo 
well  than  any  other  breed. 

Sheep  In  the  past,  sheep  were  identified  mainly  by  ear  tags  which  were  easily  lost  and 
so  were  not  very  satisfactory.  Breeders  must  now  tattoo  purebred  sheep  in  order  to 
register  their  animals.  Since  the  symbols  become  larger  as  the  ear  grows,  identification 
would  be  easier  if  lambs  were  both  docked  and  tattooed  at  1 0  days  to  2  weeks  of  age.  A 
smaller  tattoo  than  that  used  for  an  older  lamb  should  be  used.  There  are  a  number  of 
minor  problems  with  sheep  that  have  mottled  ears,  freckles  and  spots,  such  as  the 
Leicesters.  Where  possible,  an  area  free  from  such  blemishes  should  be  selected  for 
tattooing. 

Swine  Yorkshires  have  been  tattooed  successfully  for  years  and  some  black  and  red 
pigs  are  now  identified  by  tattoos,  others  by  eartags. 

Chinchillas    These  little  animals  have  a  large  clear  ear  and  are  easily  tattooed. 

Mink  The  difficulty  of  developing  a  satisfactory  identification  marking  has  been  one 
of  the  reasons  for  lack  of  development  of  a  registration  system  for  mink. 

Dogs  Identification  of  purebred  dogs  has  been  a  controversial  subject  for  years. 
Breeders  have  two  options  for  identification:  nose  printing  or  tattooing.  An  increasing 
number  of  breeders  are  adopting  tattoo  identification.  Color  markings  are  not 
satisfactory  in  many  cases,  as  several  animals  in  a  litter  would  have  identical  coloring. 
Furthermore,  like  Percheron  foals,  young  dogs  may  change  color  as  they  mature. 
Breeds  vary  greatly  from  large,  long-haired  dogs  to  tiny,  almost  hairless  dogs  or  to 
fluffy  types.  The  lip,  the  thigh,  and  the  flank  are  areas  for  successful  tattoo 
identification  when  presence  of  hair  makes  it  difficult  to  tattoo  in  the  ear.  Tattooing 
appears  to  be  the  most  practical  method  of  identification  and  should  be  done  before 
pups  are  weaned. 

Tattoo  location 

As  an  additional  requirement  in  identification  of  purebred  animals,  most 
breed  associations  specify  the  area  for  tattooing.  For  example,  many  cattle 
associations  require  that  both  the  herd  letters  and  the  animal's  own  individual  number 
and  year  letter  be  tattooed  in  the  right  ear.  Others  may  require  the  herd  letters  in  the 
right  ear  and  the  animal's  own  number  and  year  letter  in  the  left  ear. 

When  the  original  tattoo  markings  become  indistinct,  owners  should 
retattoo  the  complete  markings  in  the  opposite  ear,  but  instructions  to  retattoo  are 
given  only  after  a  breeder  or  owner  has  reported  the  matter  to  the  Canadian  Animal 
Records  Bureau. 
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The  Canadian  Charolais  Association  may  designate  location  but  choice  of 
ear  is  commonly  given  to  the  individual  breeder.  However,  both  herd  letters  and  the 
animal's  individual  identification  (herd  number  and  year  letter)  must  be  tattooed  in 
the  same  ear.  Most  Charolais  breeders  use  the  left  ear.  Regardless  of  ear,  the  same  herd 
tattoo  letters  are  not  issued  to  more  than  one  person. 

Tattoo  location  requirements  are  grouped  below. 

Right  ear  —  herd  letters;  left  ear  —  animal's  individual  number  and  year  letter: 
Guernsey,  Jersey  and  Red  Poll  cattle,  and  all  breeds  of  sheep,  swine  and  goats. 

Right  ear  —  herd  letters  on  one  line  and  the  animal's  individual  number  and  year  letter 
below:  Aberdeen  Angus,  Ayrshire,  Belgian,  Blonde  d'Aquitaine,  Brown  Swiss, 
Canadian,  Chianina,  Dexter,  Galloway,  Hays  Converter,  Hereford,  Highland,  Luing, 
Maine-Anjou,  Meuse-Rhine-Ijssel,  Murray  Grey,  Piedmontese,  Salers,  Shorthorn, 
Simmental,  South  Devon,  Tarentaise  and  Welsh  Black  cattle.  (Permission  may  be 
granted  to  tattoo  cattle  in  the  left  ear  under  certain  circumstances.) 

Left  ear  —  herd  letters  on  one  line  and  animal's  individual  number  and  year  letter 
below:  Charolais  cattle.  (Permission  may  be  granted  to  tattoo  cattle  in  the  right  ear 
under  certain  circumstances.) 

Either  ear  —  herd  letters  on  one  line  and  animal's  individual  number  and  year  letter 
below:  Gelbvieh,  Limousin  and  Pinzgauer  cattle. 

Inner  lip  —  horses  (not  compulsory  for  all  breeds). 

Materials 

A  tattooing  kit  consists  essentially  of  pliers,  a  set  of  numbered  dies,  which 
may  have  either  chisel-shape  or  pointed  needles,  lettered  dies,  tattoo  pigment  and 
disinfecting  fluid. 

Pigments  The  tattoo  pigments  that  have  been  found  satisfactory  are  black  ink,  black 
paste  and  green  ink.  Black  ink  is  recommended  for  lightly  colored  ear  surfaces  and 
black  paste  for  ears  of  cattle  and  lips  of  dogs  and  horses.  Green  ink  is  recommended 
for  dark  surfaces  but  may  also  be  applied  to  light  areas. 

Choice  of  dies  The  symbol  size  should  be  as  large  as  possible,  except  on  the  lip  of 
horses  because  the  imprint  enlarges  with  the  growth  of  the  animal. 

Preparation  of  animal  The  inside  surface  of  the  ears  of  sheep,  calves  and  dogs  should 
be  wiped  free  of  dirt,  grease  and  wax  before  tattooing.  Use  a  cloth  dampened  with 
either  carbon  tetrachloride,  gasoline,  kerosene  or  alcohol.  Before  tattooing  inside  the 
lip  surfaces,  wipe  the  area  free  of  saliva  with  a  dry  cloth. 

Tattooing  procedure 

•  Insert  the  required  dies  in  the  jaws  of  the  pliers  and  lock  in  position. 

•  Check  that  the  symbols  are  correct  by  making  an  imprint  on  a  piece  of  paper. 

•  Secure  the  animal  so  that  unnecessary  movement  is  avoided.  (It  is  advisable  to  have 
an  assistant.) 

•  Smear  the  tattoo  pigment  on  the  needles  and  on  the  area  to  be  marked. 

•  Make  the  imprint  with  a  quick  firm  movement;  extreme  pressure  is  not  required. 
Withdraw  the  pliers,  immediately  apply  pigment  to  the  tattoo  and  rub  vigorously 
and  continuously  with  thumb  and  forefinger  for  at  least  15  seconds.  This  is 
important. 
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Before  tattooing  another  animal,  disinfect  the  dies  by  immersing  in  rubbing 
alcohol.  For  lip  tattooing,  the  dies  should  also  be  soaked  in  boiling  water  for 
1  minute. 

Do  not  disturb  the  tattooed  area  until  completely  healed.  This  may  take  5-28  days, 
depending  upon  the  age  and  breed  of  the  animal. 


Care  of  tattoo  equipment 

After  tattooing  has  been  completed,  remove  excess  pigment  from  the  dies  by 
scrubbing  them  in  warm  soapy  water  with  a  stiff-bristle  brush,  shake  dry,  immerse  in 
rubbing  alcohol  and  replace  in  container.  Broken  or  bent  needles  may  be  replaced 
from  the  manufacturer's  stock. 

Examination  of  tattoos 

If  the  tattoo  symbols  cannot  be  deciphered  easily  in  good  light,  wash  the 
area.  The  tattoo  can  also  be  checked  by  holding  a  penlight  behind  the  tattoo  in  the 
dark.  Occasionally,  hair  may  need  to  be  removed  from  the  area  before  making  an 
inspection. 

Notes  on  horse  tattooing 

For  best  results,  use  the  special  horse  tattooing  equipment.  It  has  the  proper 
size  and  depth  of  tattoo  symbols  to  give  the  clearest  tattoo.  The  jaws  of  the  pliers  are 
designed  to  work  without  pinching  the  lip. 

Since  many  horses  are  very  valuable,  disinfect  all  symbols  and  pliers  by 
boiling  them  in  water  and  immersing  them  in  rubbing  alcohol. 

As  most  horse  breeders  are  aware,  handling  the  horse  as  gently  as  possible 
gives  best  results. 

Other  information 

Registration  of  names  Breeders  may  register  for  exclusive  use  of  a  name  to  be  used  as 
a  prefix  to  their  animals'  names.  Only  one  person  or  partnership  will  be  allowed  a 
particular  name  and  in  registering  such  names,  priority  in  use  and  application  for 
registration  shall  be  considered.  Letters  cannot  be  used  as  a  prefix  to  a  name.  Names 
shall  not  contain  more  than  thirty  letters  or  characters,  including  numeral  affix. 

Membership  in  breed  association  In  general,  breeders  who  have  taken  out  an  annual 
membership  in  the  relevant  breed  association  are  entitled  to  a  reduction  of  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  registration  and  transfer  of  ownership  fees  charged  to  non-members.  This  is 
just  one  example  of  the  advantages  of  belonging  to  a  breed  association. 

Color  markings  which  debar  an  animal  from  registration  The  various  breed 
associations  list  color  markings  which  debar  an  animal  from  registration.  Details  are 
given  on  the  forms  provided  by  the  Canadian  Animal  Records  Bureau  and  the  non- 
affiliated associations.  These  restrictions  have  been  enforced  by  the  breed  associations 
to  eliminate  any  off-colors  or  faulty  markings  which  would  detract  from  the  standards 
for  the  breed. 
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Other  qualifications  required  Some  breed  associations,  dairy  cattle  in  particular, 
require  that  before  a  male  animal  can  be  registered,  the  dam  must  have  qualified 
according  to  minimum  standards  set  up  for  type  and  production,  even  though  the 
animal  concerned  may  be  eligible  from  the  standpoint  of  color  markings,  parentage, 
etc.  These  requirements  are  fully  outlined  by  the  breed  associations  concerned. 

Conclusion 

Frequent  reference  has  been  made  in  this  publication  to  information  on 
registration  requirements  being  available  by  writing  to  the  Canadian  Animal  Records 
Bureau,  Agriculture  Canada,  or  the  non-affiliated  associations. 

This  has  been  done  to  emphasize  that  contact  with  the  associations  must  be 
established.  Advice  is  also  available  from  other  breeders  or  from  officials  of  the  federal 
and  provincial  agriculture  departments.  Success  as  a  breeder  will  depend,  to  a  large 
degree,  on  regularly  maintaining  meticulous  records,  standing  with  the  breed 
association  concerned  and  integrity. 
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